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Center U.P. Church Newsletter                 – Easter  2016
Office Hours ~ Mon: 9am-noon; Tue: 9am-noon; Thur: 9am-noon         Phone: 724-796-3351     email: centermidway@rocketmail.com          Mobile Phone: 724-678-6976    website: www.centermidway.com
Salutations from the Pastor 
       I have yet to see the recently-released movie, Risen. But from the enthusiastic comments I’ve heard, I am looking forward to it.  I am not one for “spoilers,” so this is what I can tell you … The influence of this movie rests on the fact that the story of Christ’s resurrection is shown from the eyes of a Roman soldier instead of the eyes of Jesus' disciples—the familiar story from a different perspective. The soldier has to decide whether to turn from the false gods he worships and the life that he had planned to build for himself. The movie is honest about his struggle and clear about his choices. The movie is about realizing that the crucifixion & resurrection of Jesus were God's provision for the salvation of anyone who would place their faith in his Son. 

       Janet Denison notes: Each of us is like the Roman soldier, confronted with the reality of the resurrection, but struggling to accept what can't be understood.  All of us need faith to receive the eternal life that was provided, and then proven, by Christ that first Easter … In Acts 26, Paul is defending himself before Agrippa: “Why is it thought incredible by any of you that God raises the dead?” Why do people struggle to believe in the resurrection? Most people have an easier time believing that God can create the earth, the skies, our children; but they struggle to trust He can raise his Son from the dead. Our culture encourages children to believe in an Easter bunny, and then expects them to grow out of that belief as they mature. Unfortunately, many people feel the same way about the biblical account of Easter. Who do you know that struggles to believe that God can raise people from the dead?  Risen will speak to their doubts and hopefully Jesus will speak to their hearts as they watch.  And if you do go to see it, please pray for those in the theater who might be meeting the risen Christ for the first time! 

          In a chain of islands which were formerly a Japanese territory, missionary E.R. Bull found on one of the islands a mammoth grave.  A boulder marked its site. The inscription read: “Here lie the heads of 11,111 Christians, 1637.” That was during a time of great Christian persecution. When Dr. Bull investigated further, he was told that when the missionaries shared the gospel, they proclaimed that Christians would rise again. So the murderous Shoguns, fearful that the resurrection was a fact and imminent threat, conjured up a novel strategy. They buried the heads and bodies separately, believing that this would make it impossible for them to rise again. 

          How appropriate are the words of Jesus in Matthew 22:29: “You err, not knowing the Scriptures nor the power of God.” Your body may be buried in a simple field or in an expansive cemetery.  Another might be cremated and their ashes carried by the wind.  But we will rise. And for the saint of God, the trumpet of God will find you.  May God grant us the courage to believe and then to share our faith and assurance with others.  Let every man and woman count himself immortal. Let him catch the revelation of Jesus in his resurrection. Let him say not merely, "Christ is risen," but "I shall rise!" (Phillips Brooks)
 
Christ is risen indeed!


~  Pastor Brian
	

	

	

	


Events




March 24 – Maundy Thursday service (7 pm) Please join us for Holy Communion, to remember the night of Christ’s Last Supper and his betrayal.
March 27 – Easter Sunday 

Sunrise Service at Raccoon Church – 7:00 am

Easter Morning Service at Center U.P. – 11:00 am

April 23 – Salad Luncheon and Basket Raffle

Please come for a great meal and our famous baskets, and support the Deacons’ ministry to our community (11:00 am – 1:00 pm).  Thank you.
Birthdays

  
3/19   Phyllis Black
    4/04   Edna Bain  
          3/20   Rich DeBlander
    4/07   Vera Miller      3/21   Jim McKean Sr.    4/15   Ryan Byrne
3/22   Eileen Kramer
    4/24   Chrissy Phillis   3/24   Ray Gallucci 
    5/03   Diane Lyle
  3/29   Don Hall
    5/04   Beth Byrne      3/29   Frances Prata         5/09   Earl Phillis       4/01   Karyn Romestan   5/16   Sis Sawhill
         
        
Books of the Bible

There are names of 16 books of the Bible in the paragraph below. See how many you can find. It took a preacher 20 minutes to find 15 books. It took him 3 weeks to find the other one. 
       I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible. It was a lulu, kept people looking so hard for facts, and for others it was a revelation. Some were in a jam especially since the names of the books were not capitalized. But the truth finally struck home to numbers of our readers. To others, it was a real job. We want it to be a most fascinating few moments for you. Yes, there will be some really easy ones to spot. Others may take judges to help them find. I will quickly admit it usually takes a preacher to find one of them, and there will be lamentations when it is found. A little lady says she brews a cup of tea so she can concentrate better. See how well you can compete. Relax now, for there really are sixteen names of books of the Bible in the paragraph.  

Choir

Choir practice is on Thursdays at 7:00 pm.  We truly need a few more people to join us in order to keep providing this great element of our worship & music ministry.  Please consider joining us for a few practices, and help us make a joyful noise to the Lord!
Cookies

Our cookies after church (1st Sunday) is always a good time.  If you have a cookie you would like to share, please feel free to bring it the first Sunday of every month; or Call Nancy Hillberry to join the team (796-0505), or for information.
 [Need approx. 8 dozen cookies =                                4 dozen from each person]

Deacons

Many have you have been asking, so here it is: our Annual Salad Luncheon & Basket Auction will be on April 23rd from 11 am until 1 pm. Ticket sales will start on March 13th and will be $7 a person. They can be purchased from any Deacon.  If you’re interested in donating a basket of a salad please let us know. Watch the bulletin in the following weeks for more information.  

The Purse Project to support Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern Pennsylvania - For 2016, we’re collecting common items that go in purses.  There’s a collection basket in the foyer for the items.  For March, we’re collecting travel size shampoo & conditioner and in April we will be collecting nail files and small nail clippers. We have 53 large purses to fill and 39 smaller purses. A big “Thank You” to all who have donated to this ministry.  If you have any questions please contact Wiebke Kilbert at 724-799-3323.

Hymn History  ~  Jesus Paid It All
Mrs. Elvina Hall, author of Jesus Paid It All, was born in 1820 in Alexandria, Virginia and died in 1889. She and her husband were faithful members of the Monument Street Methodist Church in Baltimore.  It was a Sunday morning in 1865 at this church while sitting in the choir loft Elvina found her mind wandering. She began doodling on the flyleaf of her hymnal and the words of Jesus Paid It All came to her. Through the years, the words to this hymn have been edited and altered, but its great theme of redemption has remained untouched. 

Elvina’s poem fell into the hands of John T. Grape, a coal merchant and the organist at Monument Street Methodist Church. As it happened, the church was being renovated, and the small organ had been taken to Grape’s house for safekeeping.  It was there in his home that he composed the music for Jesus Paid It All. The hymn in its present form first appeared in Philip Bliss’ Gospel Song Book Collection (1874) and from that time to the present it has been enjoyed and cherished by many. 

I hear the Savior say, “Thy strength indeed is small! Child of weakness watch and pray, Find in Me thine all in all.”  
CHORUS: Jesus paid it all. All to Him I owe. 
Sin had left a crimson stain / He washed it white as snow. 
For nothing good have I where-by Thy grace to claim. I’ll wash my garments white in the blood of Calv’ry’s Lamb. 
And when before the throne I stand in Him complete, “Jesus died my soul to save,” My lips shall still repeat.
Loads of Love

We still need MORE volunteers.  Right now we’re going to the McDonald laundromat in the morning of the third Friday of the month.  If you can donate an hour or two to be at the laundromat and slip quarters into the machine for those who come in you can do this ministry – we’ll provide the quarters. This ministry is about being present in the community, talk to those who want to talk to us and help get some laundry done.  If you are interested please reach out to Pastor Brian or Wiebke – 724-796-1797.  
Nurturing Faith Ideas

(Here are some weekly suggestions and activities meant to guide faith development in the family.) 
March 20 - During Holy Week we remember the events between Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on a donkey to His death on a cross, as we prepare to celebrate His resurrection. On Thursday, we celebrate Maundy Thursday and Jesus’ giving the disciples’ a new commandment to love one another. List a way you can show your love to each family member this week. 

March 27: On Easter, we celebrate the good news of the angel that Jesus’ tomb was empty; Jesus had been raised and was alive! With your friends and family, share the ancient greeting: “Christ is risen!” to which they may respond, “He is risen indeed.” Be prepared to share the response if others greet you this way. See how many know the response when you greet them. 

                   April 3 - John 12:1-8 tells the story of a friend of Jesus, Mary, giving Jesus a costly gift as she anointed with perfume. As we have moved from Lent to Easter, what gift would you offer Jesus to show your love for him? Share with your family or a friend. 

April 10 - Read Luke 1:11b-32. To which person in the story do you most relate?  The younger son who took his money and squandered it?  The older son who stayed behind to help his father?  The father who waited for the son to come home and celebrated his return?  Why? 

Per Capita

Center U.P. Church continues to withhold the General Assembly apportionment and pay only the Presbytery amounts – the 2016 per capita remains $26 per member in your family (for ex: 3 members in household would be $78).  If you would like to pay Synod ($2.30) or General Assembly ($7.12) apportionments, please submit a separate check to Betty Lou Lamb for either.  Thank you. 
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Souper Bowl of Caring  
The Numbers Are In!! We want to thank everyone for their generous donations of food and money during our most recent Souper Bowl of Caring. Canned goods donated will go to the McDonald Food Bank.  Money collected for Washington City Mission totaled: $145.00.  Thank you!
+ Symbols of our Faith +  
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  Ewer                               & Basin

The ewer (a vase-shaped pitcher) and basin, which symbolize cleansing, are related to two biblical events from Holy week: when Jesus washed his disciples’ feet (John 13), and when Pilate “washed his hands of” Jesus’ blood before the crucifixion (Matthew 27:24). Because of the foot-washing, the ewer and basin have become a symbol of service ministry.
Treasurer’s Report  (January)
Beginning Checking Acct.
$4,233.53    
       Envelopes                              
$8,596.98                         *Other Receipts (per capita)
$1,263.13   .                                                                        Expenses

           -$7,857.75                        Ending Balance in Acct.
$6,235.89 
Trustees
Thanks to the Trustees for their continued work on the water drainage issue, the potential chair lift replacement and other projects.  We are blessed and fortunate to have such good stewards of our facilities.
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Vacation Bible School!  During the week of July 18-22nd, 2016, we will host's Group's Cave Quest VBS (6:15 pm-8:15 pm - registration on Monday at 5:50 pm) for ages 4 to 11.  We are looking for volunteers (crew leaders, etc.) to help join our “Spelunking Team" and make this the best VBS yet for the children of our community. Please contact Pastor Brian if you're interested in helping.  We will also have an “Items Needed” list to publish soon so keep your eye out!   

Youth Group (CUPYs)
Seven students and 2 adults went with the youth of Hickory United EPC to the Jumonville Winter Retreat Feb. 26-28th.  We thank God for the leaders – special thanks to Regina Atkinson – the weather, the lessons, and the time of relationship building with friends and God.  We are considering doing a 2-weekend Star Wars movie marathon with the CUPY’s and finishing off the year with Laser Tag in May.  Our last meeting will be May 15th from 6:00 pm – 7:45 pm.
 For all our members & friends we haven’t seen in a while … WE MISS YOU!                                            And we hope you’ll join us again each week for worship and ministry.

A Devotional for You – Read Isaiah 50:10 and Psalm 42:5

I would like to share with you an excerpt from Sarah Young’s Jesus Today – a devotional based on Scripture and written from the perspective of Jesus speaking to the reader: “Trust me here and now.  You are in rigorous training – on an adventurous trail designed for you alone.  This path is not of your choosing, but it is my way for you.  I am doing things you can’t understand.  That is why I say, “Trust me!”  The jungle is thick, and you cannot clearly see what is before you, behind you, or beside you.  Cling to My hand as you follow this trail in shadowy darkness.  Although you cannot see Me, my Presence with you is rock-solid reality.”


When I read this devotional, it immediately made me think of an experience I had in Everglades National Park (FL) while visiting family this past Thanksgiving.  A friend and I wanted to try one of the trails that didn’t have as many people on it – a more solitary trail.  We picked one called the “Snake Bight” Trail (that is the correct spelling).  And let me tell you … it felt like a “thick jungle”!  Even though I was only in shorts, the underbrush was very thick at points and we had to push and trudge our way through a good distance.  The canopy also made it rather dark even though it was mid-day.  Oh and one more thing: MOSQUITOES!  More mosquitoes than I’ve ever seen in my life!  I knew it was Florida, but it felt like half the state’s population of those little parasites were on that 2 mile trail.  We’re talking hundreds of thousands on ALL sides – if I hadn’t put 2 layers of Off spray on (and reapplied 3 times), I definitely would have needed first aid care, if not worse.   

But I wasn’t alone, and I discovered my friend Duane has an unusual ability to find the best in every situation.  What would have been a disappointing and annoying trek became an enjoyable adventure.  I believe Sarah Young is calling us to have a similar perspective as we walk through each day – to focus on enjoying Jesus (our constant trail partner – the book of Hebrews even calls him our “trailblazer” – Heb. 2:10) – to focus on all that he is to us, even though our circumstances scream for relief, resolution or rescue.  Therefore, I encourage you to refuse to obsess about the problems buzzing around your head and how you are going to fix them.  Instead, affirm your trust in the risen Christ; wait hopefully in his Presence and watch to see where he will lead you.
  




Until we worship together next, 
    







Pastor Brian






� Sarah Young, Jesus Today (Thomas Nelson: 2012), p. 22.





