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Center U.P. Church Newsletter  –                         March/April 2019
Office Hours ~ Mon: 9am-noon; Tue: 9am-noon; Thur: 9am-noon         Phone: 724-796-3351     email: centermidway@rocketmail.com          Mobile Phone: 724-678-6976    website: www.centermidway.com
Salutations from the Pastor 
   Well, it’s March … and since it’s Pennsylvania, (despite what that little Punxsutawney groundhog said a month ago), it’s still cold and snowy.  But it could be colder.  To put things in perspective, let me share something I once read from John Piper:

“Tonight it will be forty degrees warmer in our kitchen freezer than it is outside here in Minneapolis. The high temperature tomorrow will be five degrees below zero (Fahrenheit). We receive this from the Lord’s hand.  It says this in Psalm 147: 
‘He sends out his command to the earth; his word runs swiftly.
He gives snow like wool; he scatters frost like ashes.
He hurls down his crystals of ice like crumbs; who can stand before his cold?
He sends out his word, and melts them; he makes his wind blow and the waters flow’ (vv. 15-18).

This is the kind of cold you do not play with. When I came to Minnesota from South Carolina, I dressed for it. But I did not prepare life-saving support in my car in case of a breakdown. One Sunday night on the way home from church, in this kind of cold, my car died. This was before cell phones.     I had a wife and two small children in the car.  There was no one on this road. I suddenly realized, this is dangerous. Soon it was very dangerous. No one came.  I saw in the distance through a fence a house. I am the father. This is my job. I climbed the fence and ran to the house and knocked on the door. They were home. I explained that I had a wife and two small children in the car, and asked if they would let us in. They did.  This is a kind of cold you do not play with.  It is one more way God says, “Whether hot or cold, high or deep, sharp or blunt, loud or quiet, bright or dark . . . don’t toy with me. I am God. I made all these things. They speak of me, just like the warm summer breezes do, and the gentle rains, and the soft moonlit nights, and the lapping of the lakeside, and lilies of the field and the birds of the air.”  There is a word for us in this cold. May the Lord give us skin to feel, ears to hear, and soft hearts full of reverence.    
 ~  Pastor Brian

	


Events
March 5th – Mariners Shrove Dinner (4:30 – 7:00 PM).  Pancakes, sausage, mush & more.   

March 10th – Daylight Savings Time begins Remember to “spring forward” an hour on Sat!  There will be a Congregational Meeting on Sun. (10th) after morning worship.   
March 20th – Lenten Service at Center U.P. at 7:30 PM (please see schedule in newsletter for other services).

March 23rd – Pie-Time Congregational Dinner  6:00 PM – please join us for our 1st special-themed dinner! 
April 18th - Maundy Thursday Communion 7:00 PM. Please join as we recall the institution of the Lord’s Supper and prepare for the cross.  
April 21st – EASTER SUNDAY 11:00 AM.  Remember to invite at least one person to join us for worship (and offer to drive or meet them) so we can share the good news!

April 27th - Salad Luncheon & Basket Raffle  Time TBA.

May 4th - Ladies Tea – Time TBA 
Birthdays

  
3/01  Tim Lyle II          3/24  Ray Gallucci
3/02  John Phillis
    3/28  Jackie Cooper
3/02  Jan Demnyan          3/29  Don Hall
3/11  Richelle Damico   3/29  Frances Prata
3/17  Patty Baird     
    4/04  Edna Bain
3/19  Phyllis Black          4/07  Vera Miller
3/20  Rich DeBlander     4/08  Lyra Halloran
3/22  Eileen Kramer            4/17  Kristen Geisler           
                   
       

Chaplaincy at Canonsburg Hospital

A message from the new chaplain: Have you ever been sick, or in the hospital, and really appreciated someone who came to see you at that time?  Have you yourself visited someone who was sick, either at home or in the hospital, and were touched by how much your visit was welcomed by them? Have you ever considered how much a single word of encouragement from the Scriptures, or a heartfelt prayer, can mean to someone who is struggling with health issues? If you’ve answered “yes” to even just one of the questions above, you may want to consider becoming a volunteer at Canonsburg Hospital. The hospital’s Pastoral Care Dept. offers spiritual support to all its patients and their families.  

The Rev. Katie Brandt, chaplain, and a team of volunteers are available for anyone who would like prayer, a listening ear, or in some cases, even some counseling, such as at a time of grief.  Those who may not want to hear Scriptural encouragement, or even a prayer, may still very much appreciate a personal chat. Who knows what seeds may be sown in the simplest of conversations?! If this intrigues you, consider contacting Chaplain, Katie Brandt!  Without any commitment or obligation, find out what various tasks may be open to hospital volunteers, what it takes to be “onboarded”, and whether this may be something you would enjoy.  Email Katie at Katharina.brandt@ahn.org, or by phone at 724-745-6100, Extension 4118.

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. He is the Father who is full of mercy, the God of all comfort.  He comforts us every time we have trouble so that when others have trouble, we can comfort them with the same comfort God gives us.”   (2 Cor. 1:3-4)

Choir

Note: our practices have changed to Mondays at 7:00 PM.  We would love to have a few more to join our current number of 9.  We have a goal of 12 (Jesus liked that number after all), including one first soprano and a bass – but ALL are welcome. Please join us and try it out! Choir practice is a time of fellowship, prayers, and joy.  God Bless!

Cookie Fellowship
A friendly reminder to everyone that we have our Cookies & Fellowship on the first Sunday of each month after the service.  Join us!

Deacons & Fellowship Committee
The Deacons and the Fellowship Committee have been busy putting together plans and events for our whole church and community to enjoy together.  

Game nights:  The winter blues bothering you?  Looking for something fun to do?  Join the fun loving bunch at Game Nights on March 7th and 21st from 6:30-8:30 PM.  If you need a ride please give Pastor Brian a call.  These evenings are fun for all ages.

Axe Throwing:   Join us March 16th for a 21 & over night out at Lumberjaxes in Mt. Lebanon.  We start at 6:00 PM with axe throwing training and then will have a competition to see who the best lumberjaxe is.  The cost to participate is $35 per person.  Please RSVP and turn your money in to Wiebke by March 10th.  Remember to invite a friend!  Carpooling is available.

March 20th, join us for the Lenten Service!    We will be hosting a time of fellowship after the service.  This is a great time to get together and catch up with our brothers and sisters in Christ and show what a warm and welcoming congregation we are.  

March 23rd: If you had to pick what would your favorite kind of pie be?  Custard Pie? Cherry Pie?  Apple Pie? Quince Pie?  Shepherds Pie? Quiche? The whole congregation is invited to celebrate  the humble pie!   Please join us for a pie themed pot luck get together just for fun and togetherness.   We will be kicking off at 6:00 PM.  You are invited to bring your favorite pie to share.  Feel free to interpret pie as you wish.  Sweet. Savory. Crust free.  Meat filled.    We would like to make sure we have enough tables set up so please RSVP to Wiebke by March 17th.  

April 27th:  Annual Salad Luncheon and Basket Auction.  Mark your calendar for our annual event.  Tickets will be on sale March 10th.  This year we are giving a discount for all tickets purchased before the event.   Tickets purchased before April 27th are $7.00, tickets purchased at the door will be $8.00.   See any Deacon after March 10th to get your lime green ticket!

Fort Cherry Helping Hands: The collection items for March are canned fruit and veggies such as peaches, corn, peas, applesauce.  

The collection items for February are toiletries such as toilet paper, tissues, toothpaste, etc.

New Ministry:  A warm home cooked meal can make a huge difference.  The Deacons are launching a ministry to provide the occasional meal to members as they recover from surgery, illness or the death of a family member.  Peg Heinen is the coordinator for this ministry.  Please reach out to her at 724-231-6051 if you know a member that could use a meal or are interested in helping to provide a meal.

Fellowship of the Skein

Do you knit?  Crochet?  Needle point?  Cross stitch? Weave?  Use yarn or string to make things?  We would love to have you join us on Saturday morning!   All ages and skill levels are welcome.  We start at 8:30 in the morning and go till 10:30 AM on the third Saturday of the month.  If you are interested in learning knitting or crocheting we have experienced members that can help you.  Stuck on a pattern?  We can probably help you figure it out or come up with an alternative.  If you have any questions, please see Wiebke Kilbert.   We will meet next on March 16th & April 20th (8:30 AM) down in the Fellowship Hall.   Food and coffee provided!

Mariners

We were happy with the program presented by Rev. Charlie Puff (2/9); he is funny and musically talented.  Hosts for the evening were the men because it was “Valentine’s Day” for the ladies. We also welcomed Margie and Howard Boggs as new members.  Our next big time is the Shrove Dinner on “Fat Tuesday” (3/5) – pancakes, sausage, mush & more – there will be take-outs at 4:30 PM. Tickets available $7/adults – also at the door. On Sat. April 13th, we will have a concert open to the whole community with the Shepherd’s Voice quartet – performance starts at 7:00 PM in the sanctuary.  They have a beautiful vocal program and we invite everyone to come, congregation AND community. Please come & bring some friends.  Need a ride, call 724-796-0505 – The Hillberry’s 
Session

The January Session & Trustees meeting will be Monday, March 18th at 7:00 PM. 

Sunday School

Please join one of our classes as an important part of our discipleship and spiritual growth as individuals and a church (9:45 AM - Sundays).  The downstairs adult class will be studying Moving Mountains by John Eldredge on making the most of our prayer, with accompanying video (10 sessions starting March 3rd).  We have a few extra participant guides, so please join us!
Treasurer’s Report  (January)
Beginning Checking Acct.
                 $7,064.42             Envelopes 



   $7,037.00                          *Other Receipts (per capita, etc.)        $1,479.45                                                                             Expenses

           
           -  $8,901.37                         Ending Balance in Acct.
                 $6,679.50
Copies of the 2018 Annual Report (CUP) are available in the foyer on the table by the first classroom.  
    The 2019 Per Capita is $36.05/person. This is the portion for Presbytery & Synod – we continue to withhold from General Assembly. The Session has again decided to send whatever amounts we receive to Washington Presbytery. We’d like to encourage all members to please pay their Per Capita to support the mission of our broader Presbytery.  Thank you.  Betty Lou Lamb ~ 412-494-9596

Trustees
We are now in the process of having our windows repaired and replaced.  With your help, we will be able to save the stained glass that has been a feature of our sanctuary and restore it in the new window structure.  The Session and Trustees are asking for your help in funding the repairs. If you or your family would like to donate a window in memory or honor of a loved one, the cost will be $2,000 per window. All windows purchased in honor or memory of someone will be announced at the dedication and maintained in the church Memory Book. Contributions of any amount to the window fund will be greatly appreciated should you not wish to purchase a full window. Donations to the window fund should be made payable to the church with a memo indicating that the funds are for deposit to the building fund to assist with the “window replacement project.” Should you have questions, please contact Betty Lou Lamb or one of the Trustees. We thank you in advance for your kindness and generous support of this much needed project. 
Youth Group  
The Youth Group continues to meet most Sundays from 6:00-7:45 PM.  On March 17th, we will be going to Xtreme Laser Storm (laser tag) in Robinson (leaving around 3:00 PM).  There is a reduced cost for regular CUPYs (youth), and this year we have added their new VR (virtual reality) experience as part of the 
event.  Please contact Pastor Brian for questions and payment by March 10th.  We also plan to go bowling in the month of April.  We invite new students to join us (ages 12+) as this is a very important group to grow in faith and character.
A Devotional for you  ~  Read Psalm 119:65-72 ~  “Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep your word. (Psalm 119:67)

This verse shows that God sends affliction to help us learn his Word. How does that work?  How does affliction help us learn and obey the word of God?  There are innumerable answers, as there are innumerable experiences of this great mercy.  But here are five:

1. Affliction takes away the glibness of life and makes us more serious, so that our mindset is more in tune with the seriousness of God’s word. And mark this: There is not a single glib page in the book of God.

2. Affliction knocks worldly props out from under us and forces us to rely more on God, which brings us more in tune with the aim of the word. For the aim of the word is that we hope in God and trust him. “Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope” (Romans 15:4). 

3. Affliction makes us search the Scriptures with greater desperation for help, rather than treating it as marginal to life. “You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13).

4. Affliction brings us into the partnership of Christ’s sufferings, so that we fellowship more closely with him and see the world more readily through his eyes. Paul’s great heart longing was “that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death” (Philippians 3:10).

5. Affliction mortifies deceitful and distracting fleshly desires, and so brings us into a more spiritual frame and makes us receptive to the spiritual word of God. “Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking, for whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin” (1 Peter 4:1). Suffering has a great sin-killing effect. And the more pure we are, the more clearly we see God (Matthew 5:8).  May the Holy Spirit give us grace to not begrudge the pedagogy of God through pain.  
                                           









~  Pastor Brian

