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Center U.P. Church Newsletter                 – Fall 2017
Office Hours ~ Mon: 9am-noon; Tue: 9am-noon; Thur: 9am-noon         Phone: 724-796-3351     email: centermidway@rocketmail.com          Mobile Phone: 724-678-6976    website: www.centermidway.com
Salutations from the Pastor 
   Greetings Center family!  As we begin the season of Fall, many of us are filled with different emotions: anxiety over the change of schedules, excitement about activities and events, 
and maybe a combination of gratitude for summer enjoyment and sadness to see the summer end.
  So many things are happening it’s hard for us to focus on much beyond the present circumstances.  But I wanted to share an excerpt I recently read from Richard Baxter – a Puritan pastor: “You know that heaven is the sum of all your hopes; that nothing below can give you rest; that a heart seldom thinking of heaven can fetch little comfort thence … Do you not commend the sweetness of a heavenly life?  And yet as the sluggard who stretches himself on his bed and cries, ‘O that this were working!’ so you do talk and trifle and live with earth-bound cares and say, ‘O that I could get my heart to heaven!’  Many hear sermons expecting to hear of some easier way, or they ask directions for a heavenly life, and if the hearing of them will serve, they will be heavenly Christians; but if we show them the heavenly work, and tell them they cannot have these delights on easier terms, they then leave us, as the young man left Christ, sorrowful.”  So, let’s call ourselves to a new season of not just “heavenly hearing” or “heavenly thinking” but heavenly work, to the glory of God!













~  Pastor Brian
	

	

	

	


Events




September 10th – Rally Day! (Fall hours resume) Sun. School Breakfast at 9:45 AM/Worship 11 AM
September 13th – New Prayer Group – first meeting (8:30 AM)
September 16th – Center U.P. Yard Sale    (8:30 AM – 2:30 PM) – please consider donating sellable items and/or volunteering for the sale.

September 23rd – Ice Cream Social at Center U.P. Church (2:00-4:00 PM)
September 30th – Domestic Violence Awareness Walk in Washington (11:00 – 1:00 PM)
October 1st – World Communion Sunday Please prepare your hearts for the sacrament.
October 10th – Swiss Steak Dinner (6 - 7:30 PM)!
October 28th – Reformation Celebration Dinner (4:00 – 6:30 PM).  Proceeds split to support M.A.M.A., Meals on Wheels and the Food Bank (ticket cost TBA). 500th Anniversaries are a big deal!
Announcements  
Congratulations to:

*Becky Michalka/family on the birth of her great grandson Greyson Rice (son of Chris & Holly).
* Ken and Sylvia Linkish and their families on the birth of their daughter Jillian Lisa Linkish!

* Nicole and Mike Amaya (and McKean family) on the birth of Neela Jo Amaya on July 26!
Birthdays

  
9/06  Joe Bozic              10/04  Jim Richey
9/09  Ann Black             10/12  Lena Gallucci
9/09  Roman Gallucci    10/13  Jason Fillhart
9/13  Del Whoolery       10/14  Jacob Baird
9/14  Stacy Hall             10/14  Ron Bartosh
9/18  Marlene Richey     10/15  John Demnyan
9/22  Denise Phillis        10/15  Norma Hainaut
9/23  Peg Romestan        10/25  Emma Pollard 
9/30  Janice Wales
    10/26  Joyce Kramer



    10/27  Jane Phillis




    10/30  Kristen Fillhart  
Choir

Choir practice will start on Wednesday September 6th (note the change of day) at 7:00 PM.  We need more singers! It’s a great time to join us and make our music ministry even stronger!
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Domestic Violence Awareness 

Domestic Violence Awareness month is October.  Please consider supporting Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA by supporting or joining one of both of the below events.  If you have any questions please contact Wiebke Kilbert at 724-799-3323.

*3rd Annual Peace from DV Walk:      
                         Join us on Saturday Sept. 30th from 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM at the Church of the Covenant in Washington. This is an easy 1/2 mi. walk through Washington to raise funds for the 24/7 Domestic Violence hot line.  It costs $24,000/yr. to keep the hotline open. Wiebke and Brian are captains of the Guardians Against Domestic Violence team this year.  If you want to walk with us please let us know so we can sign you up on our team.  If you want to donate to our team goal of $1,000 please find our team via this link: 
         https://www.crowdrise.com/guardians-against-domestic-violence/fundraiser/wiebkekilbert         If computers aren't your thing just let Pastor Brian or Wiebke know and we will help you figure out a way to donate!

*Saturday October 14th at 2:30 PM to 4:30 PM a fund raising event at Vintage in Bloom:  

Help raise funds for Domestic Violence Services in a totally fun and creative way! Join Wiebke at Vintage in Bloom in Washington for a pallet painting party. What is pallet painting? It's a project where you customize a pallet with a saying or design that means something to you. We use a quick stain first and then with the help of stencils use milk paint to add the saying or design. It's super fun and easy. The shop will donate 20% of each registration and 10% of any other sale from the shop during my event.  Support an amazing cause. Visit www.vintage-inbloom.com, hit the Private Workshop tab, scroll through the calendar to find my party on October 14th and register! Space is limited. If computers aren't your thing and you want to join us let Wiebke know and she can work out getting you registered to join us for this fun afternoon.
Fellowship Committee

Ice Cream Social!  September 23rd:  We will be hosting a community ice cream social to celebrate the end of summer (2:00 – 4:00 PM). This is a great opportunity to invite someone with you for an ice cream sundae and some time to meet other church members.

Reformation Celebration! October 28th: Did you know this year is the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation? This is something to celebrate! We are inviting our brothers and sisters from local churches to help us celebrate this event (Sat. 10/28 from 4:00 - 6:30 PM): Brats, sauerkraut, Black Forest cake, Root Beer and more.     
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As part of the fun, we will have a "Trivia contest" where participants will compete with questions about the Reformation.  Meanwhile, the rest of the group will have "Reformation Lingo Bingo" cards with words in the squares like "justification,"  "faith alone,"  "sola scriptura," etc. and they can mark their cards when they hear the terms in the questions or answers.  The profits  will be split three ways between: the McDonald Area Ministerial Association, Meals on Wheels, and the McDonald Food Bank.
Breakfast with Santa.  Saturday December 9th.  Pancakes, pictures with St. Nick and more.  The profits from this event will be going to the Fort Cherry Angel Tree Ministry.  More details to come.
Fellowship of the Skein

The F.O.S. meets the 3rd Saturday of every month from 8:30-10:30 am in the fellowship hall.  We enjoy a time of chatting and yarn craft of all kinds.  We have crocheters, knitters and hook rug crafts going on.  There is a wealth of knowledge, experience and encouragement to be shared.  All levels are welcome and all types of yarn crafts.  Please join us for this fun group and remember to BYOY, Bring your own Yarn!    If you have questions please talk to Wiebke (724-799-3323).

Flu Shots

Midway Senior Citizens will host a morning for flu shots – October 5th (9:00 - 11:30 AM) at the Midway Fire Hall.

Mariners
The Mariners were at Peter’s Place for a fellowship meal on Aug. 4th.  We welcomed our new members Bette Gay and Ken (Bo) Linkish. We will meet again on Sept. 9th at 6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall, with Linda, Marcia & Bob, Del & Pat as hosts. Please join us for an evening of friendship and fun. Please call the Hillberrys if planning to attend (724-796-0505).
Per Capita

We continue to withhold the General Assembly apportionment but pay the Presbytery amounts – the 2017 per capita is  $27.50 per member in your family (3 members in household would be $82.50).   If you would like to pay the General Assembly ($7.50) apportionment, please submit a separate check to Betty Lou Lamb.  Thank you.
Praise Night in the Park

Saturday Sept. 16th from 5:30 to 7:30 PM (Pavilion at Heritage Park/McDonald) - multiple music ministry teams from local churches (First Baptist of McDonald, etc.) will be leading this time of praise – it will be all music with some time at the end to pray for our community.  Since it’s sometimes hard to meet in a different place on a Sunday morning, the members of all our churches are invited on this Sat. evening to come hear songs lifted and be uplifted ourselves.  
Prayer Group

A new Prayer Group is being started and will meet every other Wednesday starting Wednesday Sept. 13th at 8:30 AM (at the Church).  Please join us in lifting up the community, our leaders, our ministry in Christ’s name, and the other concerns put on our hearts by the Spirit!
Steak Dinner – Our Swiss Steak Dinner will be Tuesday October 10th (6 - 7:30 PM).  Ticket price is still $12.50 ($6 for kids under 12) – please see Rev. Kilbert or any Elder for tickets.
Summer Service Week
We had approximately 70 volunteers for the week of July 25-29, 2017 (50 worksite members and 20+ support members with meals, etc.) for the 17 work sites. We thank God for the good weather to do the work, and praise God for the work done in his name. Please continue to pray for all those who were touched by this interchurch project!

Sunday School

Our classes will resume on Rally Day, Sept. 10th with a continental breakfast for everyone (9:45 AM). On following Sundays, the contemporary adult class will meet in their room at 9:45 AM. All other classes will begin with Opening Exercises at 9:45 AM in the Fellowship Hall (please arrive at 9:45 so we can begin our time together). Those classes will then move to their separate rooms at 10:00.
The Contemporary Adult Sunday School will be kicking the year off with a two week study on Spiritual Gifts.  From there we will be turning our attention to Christianity, Cults and Religions by Paul Carden. This will be a 6 week DVD Bible Study.   The goal of this study is to: 

* To help Christians know what they believe and why: the Essential Doctrines of Christianity

* To explain differences between Christianity and other religious groups.

* To understand the beliefs of Jehovah's Witnesses, Mormons, Buddhists (and other Eastern religions) and Muslims — helping Christians understand the beliefs of their co-workers, neighbors, and classmates.

We do need to order Participant Guides for this class so if you are interested in joining us please let Wiebke Kilbert know by 9/10 via phone at 724-799-3323 or e-mail at veesb@yahoo.com.
Treasurer’s Report  (June)
Beginning Checking Acct.
      $8,238.26             Envelopes                            
      $7,720.00                           *Other Receipts 

      $    248.18                                                                         Expenses

           
     -$7,889.42                         Ending Balance in Acct.
      $8,317.02
VBS
We hosted Hero Central VBS July 10-14 - helping children discover their strength in God through Bible stories, crafts, music & more.  Though we only had 26 students, it was a blessed week with 40 volunteers, and a total of $1,000.54 raised for our mission cause: Jr. Fireman Training / Midway VFD! Many THANKS to all who volunteered, donated, and supported us in any other way.  Please continue to pray for the children and their families, to keep growing closer to Christ.   
Yard Sale! 

Once again, our church will have its yard sale in conjunction with the Midway Community Yard Sale – on Saturday September 16th.  The hours of ours will be 8:30 am to 2:30 pm. The Deacons will have a Bake sale w/ hot dogs and water either outside or in the fellowship hall as weather permits. We are collecting good sellable items (no clothes except new shoes please) – you can drop them off in the classroom across from the Parlor.  So please gather some items to donate that will likely sell. We also need volunteers to sort and label items beforehand (Tue. 9/12 at 9 AM and Wed 9/13 at 9:30 AM), and helpers for set-up        (7:00 AM), sale time, and take-down (2:30 PM) on 9/16.  Contact Rev. Kilbert at 724-678-6976.  This is a great way to support the church.  Thank you.  
Youth Group  
Youth Group is scheduled to start meeting again Sun. Sept 17th – then on Sundays (6:00 - 7:45 pm). Students ages 11-18 are welcome to join us in the 
church Fellowship Hall.  We are now in pressing need of 2 new adult volunteers leader to join the rotation list (assisting once every 5-6 weeks) – sign-up in the foyer or contact Pastor Brian.
A Devotional for you –  Read Psalm 46:1-5, 10-11 …  2 Corinthians 4: 7-11 … & 2 Cor. 12:7-10
          I would like to ask you to do something … Be still and ask yourself, “What am I struggling with most right now?” Perhaps everything is going your way. We do have those rare moments, and we should savor them. But I’m going to make an educated guess based on past experience and assume that most of you are dealing with “something.” Perhaps it has been a streak of bumps and you think almost involuntarily, “Why can’t I get a break!” Maybe it has been one little thing after another; or yet another unexpected task. A series of inconveniences piling up, making you feel more overwhelmed than you probably should. Perhaps weariness, fatigue and exhaustion are playing into it. Perhaps it has caused a strain on your closest relationships. Or maybe your struggle is in a category all-together different. 

 
Perhaps this no longer qualifies as an inconvenience that tempts us to groan; but rather the kind of problem that tempts us to fear, or worse, to despair. Someone is experiencing the pain and brokenness of divorce. A child is living without the nurturing love of a parent. An elderly woman sits alone in a nursing home, without a single visitor for over a month. A man has fought a debilitating illness for years, only for it to get worse, while his spouse feels helpless and angry and wants to know why? Or perhaps you have not been able to shake feeling sick, so you go to the doctor only to hear news you were not expecting. 

 
I’ve encountered so much heartache, so much pain. And so often, I’ve felt, I wish I could do more, do something to alleviate it, to “fix” it, as if that was something I was supposed to do. But when I step back, I remember a few very important things. There are many reasons we are to trust in God. One of the chief ones being that we are not God – in ourselves we do not have the power to will and to work in the way that redeems and heals and makes everything right … But by His grace, we can know Him, and trust Him, and follow Him, even when it is the darkest. The temptation is to focus on our struggle, rather than our Salvation. To focus on our pain, rather than our Peace. The temptation is to think that the solution is simply the removal of the thorn that plagues us. But the solution is not to seek to resolve it in our own strength, by our own devices. It is not to pour our attention and energies into the removal of what we detest. Rather than focusing on the source of our discontent, the Scriptures remind us again and again and again to turn our gaze to the Source of our contentment. The source of our living and everlasting hope – the Redeemer, the Healer, the Lover of our Soul … Jesus. 
 
For the hope that He offers is utterly secure because He Himself obtained it through His finished work on the cross. This hope is the foundation of genuine joy and lasting peace, found only in Him. This doesn’t change or fade when the skies grow dark and the waves crash around us (Ps. 46). For He is our Blessed Assurance. He is the reason it is well with our soul.  Where is your focus?  Are you consumed with fixing the problem? Or are you content resting in the Prince of Peace? My prayer is that, whatever your struggle may be, you are able to know, with every fiber of your being, that you belong to Christ … you are His … now and forever. May the Peace of our wonderful Lord be with you!

Pastor Brian






